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New York Openings This Week 


Richard II-City Center, 1/24/51. New York City Theatre Company presents Mar- 
garet Webster's production with Maurice Evans, Kent Smith and Betsy Blair...Peer Gyt 
ANTA Playhouse, 1/28/51. Paul Green's version of the Ibsen classic produced by 
Cheryl Crawford and ReL.Stevens as part of the ANTA subscription series. Starring 
John Garfield, directed by Lee Strasberg. Karl Malden, Mildred Dunnock and Sherry 
Britton are featured. 


Digests of Current Reviews - more on back page 


Angel _in the Pawnshop-Booth, 1/18/51. First night critics, rarely known to 
agree on the place of whimsy in the theatre, voiced split decision on the merits of 
A.B.Shiffrin's new comedy. "Enchanting, delightful, beguiling," is how the produc- 
tion hit critics of News, Post, WT&S, Newark News and Women's Wear Daily. Eddie 
Dowling, as lead-director, received top praise. Several complimented Dowling for 
specislizing in this "gentle souls and warm hearts" type of comedy. Atmospheric sets 
and costumes by John Ke Blankencship and Will Irwin's incidental music also received 
top honors, Supporting cast headed by John Larson, John Farrell, Flizabeth Kerr, 
and Willi Lewis were saluted. Dissenters, who were in the slight majority, panned 
show as dull, Atkinson, Times, didn't think the dialogue was on a par with the pro- 
duction. Others just don't like whimsy in any form. Sheaffer, Fagle, blamed over- 
abundance of “whamsy", Mony didn't think Joan McCracken suitable. 


Four Twelves Are 48-48th St.Theatre, 1/17/1-1/18/51. Aldrich and Myers pro- 
duction of the new Joseph Kesselring comedy folded after two performances. Hawkins, 
WT&S, was sole daily critic to enjoy script about life among Osage Indians. He con- 
sidered the performonce unusu@l ene filled with witty reserve, Anne Revere, Hgnest 
Truex and Hiram Sherman were praised. But majority couldn't agree. They 
script es dull and in bad taste. Watts, Post, found it more feeble than funny 
Proves just how desperate ectors are to get away from Hollywood. Direction by Otto 
Preminger wos considered on par with writing by most criticse Coleman, liirror, and 
Sheaffer, Eagle, weren't as harsh, They thought author didn't give the cast enough 
material to work with. 


Darkness at Noon-Alvin, 1/13/51. Sidney Kingsley's dramatization of Arthur 
Koestler's novel promises to be as controversial as the original. Majority of daily 
reviewers saluted Playwright Company's production as one of the most important dramas 
of the season, Claude Rains’ return to Broadway was heralded. Atkinson, Times, was 
only critic to pan playe He couldn't find the intel lectual distinction of the novel 
in the Kingsley script. Pollock, Compass, was noncommital. Frederick Fox's sets re- 
ceived equal praise with supporting cast for keeping play movinge Phillip Coolidge, 
Walter Pelance and \jill Kuluve drew adjectives, but several critics thought Kim Stan- 
ley was ineffective. Anti-Communist play was deemed “brilliant” by most, though se- 
verel pointed out that it was more propagenda than an actual play. 


Editorial: Pros & Cons 


False advertising of Sem Wanemaker as lead in Arene'’s Arms and the len drew 
anger of several playgoers, Final weeks of theatre in the round revival featured co- 
producer Derrick Lynn-Thomas in the role. But display signs, including the monster 
electric headline writer under the Bond waterfall, continued to bill Wanamaker. Pro- 
bably nothing will ever be done to halt misleading “quote" ads, but outright lying 
must be prohibited. 


‘ A Key to NY Criticism At A Glance ' ’ 


- Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will ' 
be hitse “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the 
shows for an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


1. NY Times ll. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 

2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22. Commonweal 

3- NY News 13. Journsl of Commerce 23. Cue 

4. NY Mirror : 14, George Jean Nathan 24, Chr.Sci.lionitor 
5. NY Compass 15. Ward liorehouse 25 SateReview Lit. 
6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Nevsweek 

7- NY Journal American 17. Variety 27+ Time 

8. World Telegram & Sun 18. Billboard 28, Nation 

9. Brooklyn Fagle 19, Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 
10. Newark News 20. New Leeder 30. New Yorker 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-Husic Box, 9/25/50. Prot 2-3-4-5-7-8-13-17-18-27-30. 
Cont 


BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE-Berrymore, 11/14/50. Pros 21 votes. Con: 2~6-15-17-19- 20-21-22. 
BLESS YOU ALL-Hellinger, 12/14/50. Prot 13 votes. Cont 1-5-10-11-14-15-17-18-22-27-29, 
CALL ME MADAM-Isiperisl, 10/12/50. Prot 23 votes. Con: 18-19-28-29. so-so: 3. 

THE COCKTAIL PARTY-Miller, 1/2/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont 1-8-12-20-22-25-29. so-So* 14, 
THE COUNTRY GIRL-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Prot 22 votes. Con: 4-8-14-27-28-30, 

DARKNESS AT NOON-Booth, 1/13/51. Prot 2-3-4-6-7-8-9-10. Con: 1, So-Sos 5. 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDFS-Ziegfeld, 12/8/50. Pros 21 votes. Con: 6-28. 
So-Sot 14-18-22-23-27. 


GUYS AND DOLLS-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Pro: 26 votes. Con: 28. 
THE HAPPY TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50, Pros 20 votese Cont 5-6-15-19-26-27-28-30. 
KISS ME KATE~Shubert, 12/31/48. Pro: 27 votes. Cont 29. 
THE LADY'S NOT FOR BURNING-Roysle, 12/8/50. Pros 22 votes. Cont 3-11-29, go-S08 17-30. 
THE MEMBFR OF THE WEDDING-Pmpire, 1/5/50. Pros 25 votes. Cont 14, So-Sot 2-27-30, 
OUT _OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot 
Cont So-Sot 2. 
PEEP _SHOi-Winter Gerden, 6/28/50. Pro: 
Cont 1-2-1l-14-19-26-27-28-29-30, So-Sos 3-12-17, 
PETER PAN-St.James, 4/24/50. Prot 20 votes. Con: 7-14-30, So-Sot 15-18. 
SEASON _IN-THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Prot 19 votes, Cont 9+11-20-24-28. so-so 10, 
SECOND THRESHOLD-Morosco, 1/2/51. Prot 1-2-3-5- ~6-7-8-10-11-12-26-30. 
Cont 4+9-13-17-18-23-27-28, 
SOUTH PACIFIC-Mujestic, 4/8/49. Prot 1-2-3-4-6-7-8-11-1 
Cont 27. So-Sos 23. 
TWENTIETH CENTURY-Fulton, 12/24/50. Pro: 19 votese Con: 5-24-28, 
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TV FIIMS SUGGEST™D..Unique plan to benefit actors suggested by Gloria Swanson on MBS 
Sardi‘s. Twentieth Century star would like ANTA to arrange a simple TV filr 
of each Broadway play that closes. These films would be rented to TV ststio::s 
through ANTA, A percentage of the royelties would go to the actors who appei.> 
and to ANTA for an actors benefit fund. 


PREDICTIONS...Isabel Bigley, Guys and Dolls, will get top movie and TV billing, fore- 
casts Quick.,..Darkness At Noon will win the Pulitzer Prize guesses Leonard 
Lyons..-Janet Collins and Berbara Ashley, both of Out Of This \iorld, received 
NeYePost Stardust citations..Betsy Von Furstenburg, Second Threshold, should 
be a natural for dramatic TV assignments recommends Billboard. 


NEW THEATRES NOW...Though taxes and government building restrictions prohibit the 
building of new theatres now, there is no reason why the time cannot be used 
for. proper planning, points out Theatre News \Weekly. 


GET AN AGENT...Billboard survey shows that 26 authors’ agents during the last three 
seasons helped get new playwrights scripts produceds No one agent aided more 
than four plays. This finding is in direct opposition to the general theory 
that agents handle only known writers. 


ACTORS GROW IN BROOKLYN...Roll call of Brooklyn born citizens in Broadway shows by 
Sheaffer, Fagle, includes Paul Kelly, Abe Burrows, Louis Colhern, Florence. 
Eldridge, Jack Gilford, Barbara Ashley and Johnny Stewart. 


IMPORTANT WRITERSe.eliid-century survey of most important ploywrights by Brown, SRL, 
found few Americans on the list. Tennessee \:illiams and Arthur Miller made 
the grade. The rest were Gian Carlo-henotti, Jean .nouilh, Jean Paul Sartre, 
Jean Giraudoux, Christopher Fry and TeSePliot . 


DRAMA WITH LARGE "D",..Dreme commentators who found hairs meanings in plays and 
characters do damage to actors silly enough to heed their advice, comments 
Burr, Playbill. These writers speak of Drame with a large "D" and an overlong 
"a", Some drama schools sid these writers in expounding dead theories of the - 
which ore often unintelligible. 


TV BLAMFD AGAIN...Satiricol revuews are of the past, predicts Crosby, Herald Tribune. 
The TV skit comments on current events quicker end more often. This is the 
main reasone he was disappointed in Bléss You All. The radio and TV critic 
doubts if his colleagues on the drama desk. who praised the show, have seen too 
much TV lately. 


ANTA Ball covered in front pege Ward Morehouse story in WTé&S, while films of 
the event were shown on TV..-Francis Lederer, Arms.and the Man, gave 45 talks to 
school groups during the show's runee.NeYeTicket Brokers will sell tickets for Guys 
and Dolls Damon Runyon Fund Benefit...Ticket brokers asking for increase in rates.e.o 
Washington hints new amusement taxes due..eThree bills concerning theatres in 
Washington, D.C. before Congresse..U,S.Court of Appeals ruled that investors cannot 
collect from producer if a play flops...\Women"’s City Club of Pittsburgh will attend 
The Country Girl, They will arrive vie special: train...NBC Margaret Webster Presents 
scheduled for Februory.e.Nina Foch, King Lear, guest of Twelfth Night Club's monthly 
breakfast..eNBC will present TV program honoring Richard Rodgers 25th anniversary in 
the theatre on March 4th,..Stage Menagers Club planning "Talent '51" revue to help 
young people in thestre...Louis Kronenberger, Time, discussed Hamlet on CBS Invitation 
to Learning. Random House published Season in the Sun...Producers of Four Twelves 
Are 48 closing notice telegram read "As of last night, we are through with the mul- 
tiplication tables ond are taking up differential calculus." 


* Green Room Department ' 

Theatre News Round Up 


Interview Hi-Lights 


ROBERT E. SHERWOOD. .Council of the Living Theatre cheirman doesn't believe 
the theatre should seek a fedoral subsidy, he e: plained to Theatre News Weekly. First, 
they would never get it and sccond, the tieatre envuld suvport itself. He praised 
pregress of Comm*itse of Theatrical Producers who is seeking cures to the theatre's 
economic ills. 


CLANDE RAINS...Darkness At Noon star gets a workout in the new play, Fields, 
Mirror, diccoversd. He is on stage for all but two and a half minutes of the script. 
For eight years the actor hes been dividing his tine between Hollywood and his 400 
acre form in Chester County, Pae Actually hs thought his career was over in 1933 at 
age 43, but the picture "The Invisible lian" put him Yack in action agoin. 


OTTO PREMINGER..«Four Twelves Are 48 director's quiet, calm look wos deceiving 
to Rice, Post. He read the script one Sundey morning on the West Coast ond by lunch 
time had committed himself to direct it on Broadway. Two weeks after his arrival, it 
was in rehearsal. He starts directing The lioon Is Blue immediately. 


The Royal Family-City Center, ssieitaaiaii ina Trade paper critics differed 
on merits of Edna Ferber-George S. Keufman script. Hobe, Variety, recommended NeY.C. 
Theatre Company production for commercial rune Though he did admit direetion by 
Richard Whorf was sketchy and the cast under rehearsed. Frencis, Billboard, thought 
the script's moin premise was outdated. Gabriel, Cues loved the original version, 
but found the current production too sloppy. John Baragrey replaced John Emery, who 
was injured on opening night. 


The House of Bernarda Alba-ANTA Playhouse, 1/1/$1*1/20/516 Weekly critics 
filed diverse views on ANTA production of Lorca classic, Trade paper critics ogréed 
thet this was just the type experimental script ANTA should encourage. Marshall, Na- 
tion, &lso thought it wes an excellent, interesting choice, though she enjoyed the 
Off Broedway production of Lerca's Blood Wedding more. Kotine Paxinou continued to 
draw top proises in all femme cast directed by Boris Tumarin. Gabriel, Cue, feared 
it sounded more like rehearsal of Phil Spitalny's female orchestra than a Spanish 
household. Gibbs, New Yorker, doubtes if this type of play can be readily translated... 


King Lear-Netional, 12/25/50-1/20/51. Two magazine critics, both well known 
directors, panned the Joseph and Cohen revival which starred Louis Calherne Clurman, 
New Republic, believed the production, staged and edited by John Houseman, lacked a 
master conception. It seemed more like &@ reading, than pure poetrye Kerr, Common- 
weal, hed a different viewpoint. Being of the school of critics who feel that the 
Shakespeare tragedy is actable, he didn't think Calhern was up to the part. The play 
can only be produced on 4 reconstructed Flizabethen stage with @ minimum of scenery. 


Twentieth Century-Fulton, 12/24/50. Critics of Newsweek and Commonweal found 
MacArthur and Hecht play topicel. Triple talents of sector, producer, director Jose 
Ferrer were lauded by former, while latter thought Gloria Swanson's performance an- 
swered "Sunset Boulevard" cynics who thought she couldn't act. 


Shows that closed include An Mnemy of the People, Arms and the lion, King Lear, 
and Ring Round the Moon..,Paul Denis, suffered second degree burns in 2 home accident. 
oeeCharles Driscoll. licNaught Syndicate Brosdway columnist, died.. William Hogan 
nemed drama critic of San Francisco Chronicle...«Stagehand Union rejected offer of 
three per cent wage increase..eNBC considering hour TV program glorifying theatre... 
Monthly 15 minute broadcasts will be released to radio stations for the same purpose 
eee Twentieth Century" display ad in NeYeliirror placed next to Winchell column. 
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